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Ministers a plan for allotting the crown lands in Siberia
to the soldiers in active service who would consent to settle
there. After a short discussion of this singular scheme, the
committee declined to consider it further, and the whole
matter came to nothing.
The strike on the (ireat Siberian Railroad, coupled with
the eagerness of the troops to return home, completely dis-
organi/ed the Kustern Chinese Raihvny, which circumstance
added to the dissatisfaction of the army.   The railroad
strikes wore responsible for the delay in assembling recruits
and in transporting the Muni'hurian armies home.  Atone
time the Siberian railroads were in the hands of self-consti-
tuted hands ami organi/ations which refused to obey the
governmental  authorities.    The  revolutionists perceived
that no sooner did the troops reach their homes than they
lost all their revolutionary ardour and turned into a bul-
wark of law and order.   For that reason they made every
effort to keep up the railroad strikes in Siberia.
Traffic on the Siberian and Eastern Chinese Railways
oftentimes ceased completely, and the troops indulged in
noting as they made their way westward.   Then the strike
of the telegraph operators came to increase the confusion,
Day after clay passed and the armies were still far away
from Central Russia, their absence complicating both the
internal and the international position of the country.  I
repeatedly pointed out the seriousness of the situation to
Grand Duke Nikolai Nikolaievich, to the Minister of
War, and to the Chief of the General Staff, General Palit-
zyn.  They replied quite correctly that the matter was with-
in the province of General Lmevich, Commander-in-Chief
of the armies in active service.   The only official communi-
cation I received from the Commander-in<hief throughout
the six months of my premiership was a dispatch informing
me that fourteen (I remember that number very distinctly)
anarchist-revolutionists had arrived at the front to stir up